March ##, 2011

Congressman X
Address

Washington, DC zip
Dear Congressman X,

As a local brick and mortar main street retailer in the automotive aftermarket, I urge you to read the following:

Many Internet sellers don’t collect the sales or use tax owed Maryland which harms all main street retailers in four ways:


1.  It is just plain unfair to brick and mortar retailers in Maryland, who hire local 
people,
pay state and local taxes and collect the state’s sales tax.  We are placed at a 
6.00% competitive disadvantage for collecting and remitting the tax legally due.  For 
bigger ticket items, local main street retailers report actually being shopped (they 
show and explain products to customers) only to have them leave the store and order 
online for the tax advantage. They actually end up subsidizing their Internet 
competitors with our own payroll and overhead.

2.  State revenues are flagging.  Maryland may receive as much as 375.9 Million in 
new state and local revenues for the Projected 2012 sales from remote sellers, if 
federal streamlined sales tax legislation passes.


3.  Remote sellers who don’t collect the tax use the same marketplace that our 
own citizens have built through funding infrastructure, starting and maintaining 
businesses and building communities.  If these out-of-state Internet and Mail Order 
sellers are going to use our markets they need to pay their share for maintaining them.


4.  The integrity and basic equity of our tax system is being undermined.  Customers 
buying the same item from the Internet and/or Mail Order are being taxed in different 
ways based on where they purchase the item.  This encourages tax avoidance and 
undermines the stability of our revenue sources.  We need tax fairness.
Your support will allow Streamlined Sales Tax states like Maryland to receive the revenues already due them.  The 24 member Streamlined Sales Tax states have accomplished the administrative reforms the main street retail community asked for.  The common practices, definitions and processes adopted allow remote sellers to comply at little cost.

We are asking you to help the business community in our state by sponsoring this critical legislation, the Main Street Fairness Act.  I will follow up with your office to offer any assistance you may need in reaching this important decision.  Thank you for your attention to this matter.  I look forward to your response.
Sincerely,

Add Your Name Here
Ps: http://www.streamlinedsalestax.org/
